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Christ Church, Rawdon  
Located in the traditional territories of the Haudenosaunee and the Huron-Wendat people. 

Fifth Sunday in Lent C March 29, 2020 

A Service of the Word 

This service will be live streamed on Sunday, at 10am, on  

https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Church-Rawdon-101154914861831 
Some material printed here is copyright © 2004 by the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. All rights reserved. Reproduced under license from ABC Publishing, Anglican Book 

Centre, a ministry of the General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada, from Anglican Liturgical Library. Further copying is prohibited. 

The following service is designed so that it can be used by either a single person or a group isolated together 

during the present Covid-19 emergency. If used by a group (family) it would be good if one person takes the 

leader’s parts (in regular type) and if others join in on the boldfaced portions. Another person, if available, 

might also read some of the readings from scripture. The word “us” is used, even if you are alone, in 

recognition that our prayers are being joined with those of others around the world. 

It will help create a sense of this being a time of communion with God, if you adopt a prayerful posture (such as 

standing, kneeling or at least a bowed head), as suitable to your circumstances, during the prayers. Being 

seated for the readings is customary. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 

be with us all. Amen. 

We thank you, O God, that you have brought us here on the Lord’s Day to praise you for your 

goodness and to ask your blessing. Give us grace to see your hand in the week that is past, and your 

purpose in the week to come; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

As we turn our hearts and minds to worship almighty God, let us confess our sins.  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 

humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, 

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Merciful God, grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed from all our 

sins and serve you with a quiet mind; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Collect of the Day for Lent V 

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us 

with the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ, and serve you in 

holiness and righteousness all our days; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

The First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1–14 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me 

down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very 

many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I 

answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to 

them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause 
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breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon 

you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I 

am the Lord.” So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 

noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on 

them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the 

Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their 

feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They 

say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, 

and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from 

your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I 

am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put 

my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know 

that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act,” says the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 130 

Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord; Lord, hear my voice; let your ears consider well 

the voice of my supplication. 

If you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss, O Lord, who could stand? For there is 

forgiveness with you; therefore you shall be feared. 

I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; in his word is my hope. My soul waits for the Lord, 

more than watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the morning. 

O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy; With him there is plenteous 

redemption, and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins. 

The Second Reading: Romans 8:6–11 

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this 

reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—

indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh; 

you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit 

of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, 

the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 

dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also 

through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

Thanks be to God. 

The Holy Gospel: John 11:1–45 

A certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was 

the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus 

was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus 

heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son 
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of God may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 

Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he 

was. Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him, 

“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus 

answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 

stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because 

the light is not in them.” After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, 

but I am going there to awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he 

will be all right.” Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was 

referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad 

I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, 

said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” When Jesus arrived, he 

found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, 

some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them 

about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while 

Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 

have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to 

her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the 

resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who 

believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will 

never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, 

the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” When she had said this, she went back and 

called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And 

when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, 

but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, 

consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that 

she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she 

knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly 

disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 

“Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some 

of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 

dying?” Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was 

lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to 

him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did 

I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. 

And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you 

always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may 

believe that you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 

out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped 

in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” Many of the Jews therefore, who 

had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

Thanks be to God. 
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We confess our faith as we say,  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic Church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Intercessions and Thanksgivings (Please feel free to add your own prayers.) 

In peace we pray to you, Lord God.  

We join this day with other Anglicans around the world in praying for a healing of the divisions in the 

Anglican Communion and in repentance for any part that we have played in the creating of those divisions. 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Sovereign Lord of the universe, Creator of 

humankind, we, your unfaithful children, are truly sorry for our sins and the lives that we have 

lived. We sincerely believe and confess in our hearts that only through the precious blood of our 

Lord Jesus Christ on the cross at Calvary, can we obtain Your forgiveness.  

We repent that:  

In thought, word or deed, we have committed serious offences against You and our neighbours;  

In laziness, despair and lust for power, we have provoked hatred, division and hurt within 

our communities;  

In greed, deceit and indifference, we have caused serious damage, unnecessary conflict 

and aggravated destruction to our refugee and migrant brothers and sisters; 

In selfishness, insensitivity and bias, we have encouraged and emboldened those who 

inflict hurt, pain and sorrow on our loved ones and families;  

In the name of religion, doctrine and even of Christ himself, we have wounded believers 

and pursuers of holiness and faith;  

In stubbornness, pride and arrogance, we have caused division and strife within Your 

church and among Your children;  

Mercifully send Your Holy Spirit – the Spirit of order and comfort – and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness; restore in us true faith in Christ which brings truth, peace and harmony; and 

help us to walk together with our brothers and sisters in the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

the glory of Your name. Amen. 

We pray for the peace and unity of the Church of God;  

For all who proclaim the gospel, and all who seek the truth.  



5 

 

In our diocese we pray today for the Archdeaconry of Montreal, the Deanery of Western 

Montreal, and the Lay Pastoral Visitors. In the Anglican Communion, we pray for our National 

Indigenous Bishop, The Right Reverend Mark MacDonald, and the Anglican Council of 

Indigenous Peoples (here in Canada), and for the dioceses of Mbamili & Idah (Nigeria), Wau, 

Ibba, & Wernoyl (South Sudan), Mbeene (Kenya), Wellington (NZ & Polynesia), Mbhashe 

(Southern Africa), Meath & Kildare (Ireland), West Ankole, West Buganda, & West Lango). We 

pray for the Old Catholic Archbishop of Utrecht, The Most Reverend Joris A.O.L. Vercammen. 

We give thanks for the religious witness in all its forms in the Church, and today we pray 

especially for the Society of the Sacred Cross in the UK. We pray for our companions in the 

Territory of the People (Central BC), for the Diocese of Masasi, and for the Diocese of Jerusalem. 

We pray for our Parish, for our Incumbent, Fr Michael J. Robson, and all the members of this 

parish especially, this week, for Brenda & John Purcell. We pray for all in positions of authority 

in the Church, especially for Mary, Ronald, Linda, and for all bishops and other ministers;  

For all who serve God in the Church.  

For all people in their daily life and work;  

For our families, friends, and neighbours, and for all those who are alone.  

For this community, our country, and the world.  We pray for those who govern and hold 

authority in the nations of the earth, Elizabeth, our Queen, Julie Payette, our Governor General, 

Justin Trudeau, our Prime Minister, J. Michel Doyon, our Lieutenant Governor, François 

Legault, our Premier, Bruno Guilbault, our Mayor, and for all MPs, MNAs, and Councillors. 

We pray that they may govern wisely and for the good of all and especially at this time we pray 

for them as they struggle with difficult decisions in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.  

For the just and proper use of your creation;  

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.  

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble. Especially at this time, our prayers are 

requested for Jean Johnston, Gerry Bologna, Kate Dowie, Danny Fogarty, Krista Fleming, Clifford 

& Eileen Hale, Glenn Cartwright, Viola Wilde, Muriel Fleming, Douglas Lake and for their families. 

We pray too for all who are suffering from the Covid-19 virus, for all whose lives have been 

disrupted, for those isolated from loved ones, for the doctors, nurses and other medical personnel 

who dealing both with this outbreak and with other medical needs, for the research workers seeking 

to find a vaccine and cure for this illness and others and for the success of their efforts. 

For all those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and needy.  

For our own needs and those of others. 
You are invited to add any concerns that you would like to pray for at this time. 

Hear us, Lord. For your mercy is great.  

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.  
Please add your own thanksgivings.  

We will exalt you, O God our king;  

And praise your name for ever and ever.  
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We pray for those who have died in the peace of Christ, and for those whose faith is known to 

you alone, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. Especially we pray today for 

Peggy Wilcox, Mildred Neil, David Conliffe and Federico Serra-Lima, all of whom died this 

past week, and, from our Book of Remembrance, for Nora Gagnon, Bessie Osborne (née 

Waterhouse), Clifford Heaton, Ernest Boyce, Frederick Christopher, and for all those whose 

years’ mind falls at this time. 
Please add the names of any other deceased friends or loved ones whom you wish to include in our prayers. 

Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them;  

Who put their trust in you.  

Remembering our Lady, John Donne, Frederick Denison Maurice, Henry Budd, Richard of 

Chichester, Reginald Heber and all the Saints and Holy Men and Women of God, we commit 

ourselves, one another and our whole lives to Christ our God. 

To you, O Lord. 

Gracious God, you have heard the prayers of your faithful people; you know our needs before 

we ask, and our ignorance in asking. Grant our requests as may be best for us. This we ask in 

the name of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 

for ever and ever. Amen.  

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen. 

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 
Monday Lenten Feria 
Tuesday John Donne, Priest and Poet, d. 1631 

Wednesday Frederick Dennison Maurice, Priest, d. 1872 
Thursday Henry Budd, First Canadian Native Priest, d. 1850 
Friday Richard, Bishop of Chichester, d. 1253 
Saturday Reginald Heber, Bishop of Calcutta, d. 1826 
Sunday Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday 
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All public services are cancelled until further notice. 
During this time, readings, prayers and a Sunday sermon will continue to be posted each week on 

our parish website: www.christchurchrawdon.com and the intention is to live-stream this service 

each Sunday on Facebook.com/Christ-Church-Rawdon-101154914861831 at 10am (EDT). 

 

Also, during this difficult time, we are of course unable to pass to pass the collection plate as 

usual. However, bills continue to come in and need to be paid, nonetheless. If you are still able 

to send a contribution on a regular basis that would be much appreciated. You can mail 

donations to: 

Christ Church, 3537 rue Metcalfe, Rawdon, QC J0K 1S0 

You can also contribute by credit card, via Canada Helps, by using a link from our website at 

https://christchurchrawdon.com/donate to Christ Church 

 

Today, Anglicans across Canada are being asked to pray especially for healing of the divisions 

in the Anglican Communion and in repentance for any part we have played in the creating of 

those divisions. We also now asked to hold up in prayer the impact of COVID19 on the whole 

Communion – no part of our world will be left untouched and in some parts, including parts of 

our own country, the health care systems are not in place to provide adequate care or 

protection.    We pray for our siblings in Christ!  Finally we are called to pray for the whole 

human family affected in this time of crisis – especially those who are sacrificially caring for us 

– health care workers and those who ensure we have food and medicines. 

More information is available at https://www.anglican.ca/news/a-national-call-to-prayer-on-lent-5/30025949/ 

The Primate will be lighting a candle and offering prayers live on Facebook at 7 p.m.  EDT and 

invites anyone, who wishes, to join her on the Anglican Church of Canada Facebook page.* 

Anglicans across the country are also invited to place in lighted candle in their own window or 

porch at that time. (This done last week in Britain.) 

*Note: You do not need a Facebook account to access the livestream. Just go to the Facebook 

page on March 29 at 7pm EDT and find the video on the page. 

 

With the current shut-down, people are beginning to wonder what will happen about Easter. 

Despite the current difficulty, as Christians we still have the Good News to deliver that Christ is 

risen! and will be able to celebrate that Good News on Easter Day accordingly. Eventually, 

too, this present crisis will end and we will celebrate Easter together in Christ Church, for 

every Sunday is a celebration of the Resurrection.  

  

Parish Priest: The Ven. M.J. Robson, 450 834-4457, mjrmtl@gmail.com  

Prayer Contact:  John Clague, 450 834-3905, jclague@sympatico.ca 

Requests for Flower and/or Lamp Memorials: Ann Allen, 450 834-2492 

Parish Web Site: www.christchurchrawdon.com  

http://www.christchurchrawdon.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Christ-Church-Rawdon-101154914861831
https://christchurchrawdon.com/donate%20to%20Christ%20Church
https://www.anglican.ca/news/a-national-call-to-prayer-on-lent-5/30025949/
https://www.facebook.com/canadiananglican/posts/10157669840698751
https://www.facebook.com/canadiananglican/
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mailto:mjrmtl@gmail.com
mailto:jclague@sympatico.ca
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